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SLAVERY HISTORIAN SPEAKS IN UM SERIES 
MISSOULA ~
The nation’s leading historian of slavery will deliver the final installment of the 1996-97 
President’s Lecture Series and this year’s Lucile Speer Memorial lecture Thursday, May 1, at The 
University of Montana.
Eugene D. Genovese, distinguished scholar-in-residence emeritus at University Center in 
Georgia, will discuss “The Southern Christian Response to the Defeat of Confederacy” at 8 p.m. in 
UM 's Urey Lecture Hall. The lecture is free and open to the public.
For his talk, Genovese will draw from a book he’s working on, “A Consuming Fire: The 
Southern Christian Response to the Fall of the Confederacy.” He has written eight other books on 
slavery, including “Roll, Jordan, Roll: The World the Slaves Made,” which won three literary awards 
and was selected by the New York Times as one of the 10 best books of the year in 1974.
Genovese has held teaching positions at the University of Rochester, Polytechnic Institute of 
Brooklyn, the University o f Michigan Law School, College o f William & Mary, and Tulane, Rutgers, 
Cambridge, Yale and Columbia universities.
“He’s one of the big superstars in American history,” said Richard Drake, UM history professor 
and organizer of the lecture series.
Speer, for whom the lecture is named, earned an English degree from UM in 1924, and a 
master’s degree from the University of Chicago in 1925. She joined the UM library staff in 1930, and
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served as head of the documents department until her retirement in 1968. She received an honorary 
Doctor of Humane Letters degree from UM in 1977. Speer died in 1987, and later that year, a fund was 
established in her memory at the UM Foundation to endow a prominent speaker each year.
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